
El Lago 2026 Election Info — April 2026 

2026 City of El Lago Elections 
Jeff Tave 

The City of El Lago will hold an election this year. Voting will occur at City Hall, 411 Tallowood Drive for both 
early voting and Election Day (Saturday, May 2nd) with relevant dates below. The candidates for this year are: 

City Council Position 3: Stephanie Clawson, Russell Tucker - contested 
City Council Position 4: James May - uncontested 
City Council Position 5: Douglas Byerly, John Ennis, John Streeter IV (incumbent) - contested 

Please review the Candidate Information Form submittals below. 

Abbreviated Election Calendar 
April 28, 2026 - Last day to vote early by personal appearance 
April 28 - May 2, 2026 - Deliver early voting materials to EVBB to qualify ballots (Notices must be posted 24 
hours preceding delivery) 
May 2, 2026 - Election Day: Polls at City Hall open from 7 AM to 7 PM. Deliver early voting ballots to EVBB 
(second key is delivered by Chief of Police). After 7 PM prepare unofficial tabulation of results. 
May 4, 2026 - Provisional ballots delivered to the County Clerk's office. Last day for receiving mail ballots if the 
delivery envelope arrives before 5 PM and has mark indicating it was placed for delivery at or before 7 PM. 
May 8, 2026 - Last day to receive an FPCA ballot from a member of the US Armed Services. Last day for ID related 
provisional voter to resolve issue; voter registrar to complete the review of provisional ballots. Post notice of May 
13, 2026 City Council meeting to canvass election returns. First day elected officials may qualify and assume duties 
of office but ONLY AFTER CANVASS IS CONDUCTED. 
May 12, 2025 - Last day for EVBB to convene for counting provisional and mailed ballots 
May 13, 2026 - City Council Meeting at 7 PM, Election Canvass, New Officials take Oath of Office (THIS IS THE 
LAST OFFICIAL DAY TO CANVASS THE ELECTION). Issue certification of election, statement of elected 
officer, and oath of office to newly elected officials. 

(sourced from https://ellago-tx.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-El-Lago-Election-Calendar.pdf) 

VOTE Saturday May 2nd 
El Lago City Hall 

411 Tallowood - 7 AM - 7 PM 
La Ventana del Lago Page 1 Special April 2026 Release

https://ellago-tx.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-El-Lago-Election-Calendar.pdf


Saturday, May 2, 2026 City of El Lago Election - Candidate Information Forms 
Jeff Tave 

The candidate information forms as provided by the candidates are reprinted below in position/ballot order. Also, the 
League of Women Voters have posed questions to candidates of contested races, so go to VOTE411.org, select the 
“Find What’s On Your Ballot” icon, enter your address, select “El Lago City Council Position 1,” and view the 
candidate info & responses to the questions posed. 

City Council Position 3 (a contested race) 

Position for which you are running: El Lago City Council Position 3 
First & Last Name: Stephanie Clawson 
Address: 626 Whitecap Dr. El Lago, TX 77586	  
Age: 48 
Length of residence in El Lago: 7 years this July 
Length of residence in Texas:   
Geographic location you came from:  Northern Idaho 

Reason for coming to this area: my father was hired by the government and moved the family here.  

Employer: Houston Methodist Clear Lake Hospital 
Title/Occupation: Business and Community Outreach Specialist 

Education, Special Training, and/or Military Service:  
[not provided]	  

New Candidate: What are your reasons for filing for office and goals/objectives for office if elected:   
Safety and Communication are my biggest concerns for the city at this time. Safety including e-bike and small 
motorized bike and scooter training for both children and parents and to partner with the police department to come 
up with solutions to make the rider and other residents feel safe. I plan on bringing back disaster preparedness 
meetings for hurricanes, freezes and other natural disasters our area faces by partnering with Precinct 2 and FEMA 
and our emergency manager. I would like to see the generator installed at city hall so it can be used in emergencies 
for our aging population and others in case there is a need during disasters. Continue working to get more flashing 
stop signs down streets that are known for excessive speeding and to work with the police department to come up 
with other solutions to keep speeding to a minimum. 

Communication needs are to increase updates during natural disasters by partnering with the emergency manager 
and assisting him with updating the city residents. I will host a “State of the City” so residents can be more informed 
on city issues such as police and fire along with updates on infrastructure. I will work on getting the city council 
meetings either live-steamed or recorded so individuals that are unable to make the meetings due to family 
obligations, work or mobility issues can still be informed on city issues and resolutions. 
____________________________________________________ 

Position for which you are running: El Lago City Council Position 3 
First & Last Name: Russell Tucker	  
Address: 307 Pineview Cir, El Lago TX 
Age: 43 
Length of residence in El Lago: 20 years, 10 on Biscayne Blvd and 10 on Pineview Cir 
Length of residence in Texas: 43 years 
Geographic location you came from: Born and raised in the Houston area  

Reason for coming to this area: At the time my new wife and I were looking for an established community with 
large trees. I visited El Lago for work and found that it fit our wish list so we found a house to buy that weekend. 

Employer: Self Employed 
Title/Occupation: Residential real estate appraiser, owner of JLS Appraisals 
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Education, Special Training, and/or Military Service: BS in Economics from Texas A&M, State certified real 
estate appraiser 

New Candidate: What are your reasons for filing for office and goals/objectives for office if elected:   
I recognize that it is a tremendous ask of our council members’ time and energy for their positions. I’m now at a 
place where my children are old enough that I have the time to offer and would like to give back to the city that has 
supported my family for the past 20 years. My professional background as a real estate appraiser also gives me 
insight into what impact city policies have on property values and what it takes to ensure those values are 
maintained. In my time here I’ve noticed the effects of homeowners insurance increasing in our community and 
know that it is having a detrimental impact on property values and as a council member I would like to explore ways 
that the city can help reverse this trend. I have also noticed the limited interest community members have in the city 
government and would like to find ways to reach out and increase engagement with the community. The current 
council has already taken steps in this direction, and I would like to build upon their work. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City Council Position 4 (an uncontested race) 

Position for which you are running: El Lago City Council Position 4 
First & Last Name: James May 
Address: [not provided]	  
Age: 38 
Length of residence in El Lago: since July of 2016 
Length of residence in Texas:  since March 2012 
Geographic location you came from:  upstate NY 

Reason for coming to this area: After being retired from the army my wife and I decided to settle here since she 
was born and raised in the Dickinson area. 

Employer: Utilities Optimization Group 
Title/Occupation: Service and Sales 

Education, Special Training, and/or Military Service: Served in the Army from 2007 - 2012. Earned degrees in 
Geology, process technology, manufacturing engineering, and natural sciences. Served as an industrial firefighter for 
several years while with Chevron Phillips Chemical. 

New Candidate: What are your reasons for filing for office and goals/objectives for office if elected:  I am the type 
who enjoys serving others honestly. My personality loves working problems and finding solutions. We are blessed to 
be able to live in a place like El Lago and I would love nothing more to help what makes our city so amazing even 
better for my kids and others kids and future generations to come. Goals would be to work with the people and 
council to come up with solutions in continued improvement of our great city. Whether it is increasing community 
activities, improving roads and sidewalks, helping fight towards lower taxes and better insurance rates, or any of the 
other many things that having a voice can provide.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City Council Position 5 (a contested race) 

Candidate Douglas Byerly did not submit a Candidate Information form 
____________________________________________________ 

Position for which you are running: El Lago City Council Position 5 
First & Last Name:  John Ennis 
Address: 1307 Woodland Dr. 
Age: 53 
Length of residence in El Lago: 28 Years (Originally lived on Seaway) 
Length of residence in Texas:  49+ Years 
Geographic location you came from: Was born in New Jersey. My parents met in Washington DC working for 
IBM on the Apollo program, transferred to New Jersey to program the FAA’s Enroute Air Traffic Control System 
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where my sister and I were born, and then they transferred to Texas with IBM for the Space Shuttle program in 1976 
when I was 3. I lived in Clear Lake Forest, and went to Ed White Elementary here in El Lago, Seabrook 
Intermediate and Clear Lake High School (’91) before moving away for college. 

Reason for coming to this area: I must give credit to my wife of almost 30 years (& counting) for my return to the 
Home Of Human Spaceflight and specifically El Lago in 1997.She fell in love with the area when we would come 
visit my parents after we got married, and I’m so glad she did. 

Employer: Ennis Elite Team @ RE/MAX Space Center 
Title/Occupation: Team Lead / REALTOR / Transaction Coordinator 

Education, Special Training, and/or Military Service:  
BA from Stephen F. Austin State University with a Major in Journalism and Minors in History and Graphic Arts. 
Have served on both sides of a press conference, as both a Media Member and Public Information Officer. Held the 
only state and federal license to brew beer commercially in Galveston County for many years and am currently a 
licensed REALTOR and Team Lead the Ennis Elite Team at RE/MAX Space Center which has sold more homes in 
El Lago and all of 77586 than any other agent or team, per the MLS. 

New Candidate: What are your reasons for filing for office and goals/objectives for office if elected:   blank 
I ran last year because of concern I share with my immediate neighbors regarding the most significant law 
enforcement and children safety issue in the city that we deal with daily. I’m happy to report that I have made 
progress in that area behind the scenes working with the Lakeview Police Department and the Clear Creek 
Independent School District to have a controversial school bus stop removed from easier the worst and most 
dangerous location in El Lago to a much safer location and the amount of students using the bus stop has tripled as a 
result.  So while I was not elected last year, which may have been a blessing, I stayed focussed and two major safety 
issues were resolved. (Happy to discuss details person.) But my next issue to pursue for El Lago and our 77586 
neighbors West of HWY 146 is the lack of home insurance competition and options within our city as a direct result 
of not participating in the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA) with our neighbors that surround us and 
benefit from it significantly. Like everyone else in El Lago, I deal with this challenge personally and I also see the 
negative impact this has on El Lago’s resale values professionally as a real estate agent. Half of the 77586 zip code 
(those east of Hwy 146) participate in TWIA which results in many ‘reasonably-priced’ private home insurance 
options at competitive rates where EL Lago falls just west of an imaginary dividing line outside of the current TWIA 
coverage area and has become stigmatized from a real estate prospective with less buyers and falling home sale 
prices because there are few to no ‘reasonably-priced’ private home insurance options or competition, leaving most 
residents forced to rely on the Texas Fair Plan for insurance as a last resort, because in most cases it is the only 
resort. As a result, potential buyers are now being cautioned by insurance, mortgage and real estate agents to avoid 
parts of 77586 getting no TWIA help, including El Lago.The solution to get El Lago residents off of the Texas Fair 
Plan by offering more private insurance options bringing lower prices is simply to unite all of 77586 into TWIA. 
Right now El Lago and our neighbors in Taylor Lake Village and western Seabrook are dealing with a problem 
created by TWIA that can be easily solved by TWIA. Unite 77586! 
____________________________________________________ 

Position for which you are running: El Lago City Council Position 5 
First & Last Name: John K. Streeter IV 
Address:  
Age: 57 
Length of residence in El Lago: 25 yrs 
Length of residence in Texas:  57 yrs 
Geographic location you came from: 5th gen Galveston/Houston area   

Reason for coming to this area: love of the salt water 

Employer: FlexSteel USA 
Title/Occupation: Revenue Mgr 

Education, Special Training, and/or Military Service: BBA, Stephen F. Austin State Univ 
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B. Incumbent: What are your reasons for filing for re-election? What goals did you achieve while in office? What 
additional goals/objectives do you plan to achieve? :    

Support consistent enforcement of the city’s ordinances. Highlight areas where selective enforcement commonly 
occurs. Promote a common-sense approach to city budgeting and eliminate wasteful or non-productive services. 
Prioritize the safety and well-being of our residents. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

El Lago’s Moon Tree in Armstrong Park is flourishing!  
[Kudos to the folks that are monitoring the tree watering system and the health of the tree (Mark Bushey, Jim 

McGaha, and Al Ong) and provide feedback to the Moon Tree Committee Chair, Roger Nylin]
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